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1 Introduction 

This document provides a short summary of the output from an ETERNAL Industry engagement 

workshop conducted as part of the Making Pharmaceuticals UK Conference programme held at 

the Coventry Building Society Arena, Coventry, United Kingdom, on 23rd and 24th April 2024. 

Making Pharmaceuticals run concurrently across the two days of the Making Pharmaceuticals 

and Distributing Pharmaceuticals joint Exhibiiton evento which brings together over 100 

exhibiting suppliers to the pharmaceuticals supply chain under one roof. Areas of visitor interest 

include: 

• Contract Formulation, Manufacture & Filling 

• Manufacturing & Processing 

https://www.makingpharma.com/about/
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• Packaging – Primary & Secondary 

• Labelling 

• Water Purification & Water Treatment Systems 

• Waste Management 

• GMP & Environmental Hygiene 

• Laboratory & Analytical Equipment 

• Test Equipment, Analysis & Testing Services 

• Regulatory Environment 

• Market Research & Marketing 

• Data Management 

The workshop, entitled “Protecting people, protecting the environment: Designing sustainable 

pharmaceutical lifecycles for the future European regulatory landscape” consisted of short 

presentations introducing both the context and substance of proposed changes to EU legislation 

following the launch of the 2020 Pharmaceuticals Strategy for Europe, and some emerging 

results of collaborative research within ETERNAL. 

Following the launch of its 2020 Pharmaceuticals Strategy for Europe, the European Commission 

(EC) adopted the first draft of a new directive and regulation in April 2023, opening it up to 

public consultation. The workshop reviewed the new environmental protections offered under 

the proposed legislation and the associated requirements placed upon pharmaceutical 

manufacturers to assess the environmental impact of the entire lifecycle of a product, from 

manufacturing, through use, to disposal, and highlighted work being carried out in the ETERNAL 

project to visualise the interconnected system of socio-economic activity of which a typical 

pharmaceutical lifecycle is comprised, and to locate and assess the impacts of this activity. 

Against this backdrop, the second part of the workshop consisted of dialogue with the audience 

to capture views both positive and negative on the prospective legislative changes and how new 

tools for process and system design, and better understanding of the environmental fate and 

eco-toxicological effects of pharmaceuticals can help those seeking to build compliance into their 

businesses.    

2 Workshop Output 

The following perspectives of workshop participants from across the pharmaceuticals value chain 

were captured for use by the ETERNAL project to help inform and direct work to produce a 

roadmap for integrating new scientific knowledge into regulatory risk assessment to target 

mitigations, modifications, and regulatory risk assessment, ultimately towards a greener, more 

sustainable environment. 
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